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1. Introduction 

1.1 This Statement of Common Ground ("SoCG") has been prepared by North Somerset District Council ("the Applicant"), Network Rail 
Infrastructure Limited ("NRIL"), and the Environment Agency ("EA") to set out the areas of agreement and disagreement between the parties 
in relation to the Development Consent Order ("DCO") application for the Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) ("the DCO Scheme") 
based on consultation to date. For the avoidance of any doubt, the DCO Scheme is the "authorised development" as defined in the dDCO 
which includes the development and the associated development described in Schedule 1 of the d DCO.  

1.2 This SoCG comprises an agreement log which has been structured to reflect topics of interest to the EA in relation to the application for the 
DCO Scheme.  Topic specific matters agreed and not agreed between the EA and the Applicant are included.   

 

2. Scheme overview 

2.1 The Applicant has applied to the Planning Inspectorate ("PINS") for a DCO to construct the Portishead Branch Line under the Planning Act 
2008 ("Application").  The Application was made on 15 November 2019 under reference TR040011 and was accepted for examination on 12 
December 2019.   

2.2 The DCO Scheme will provide an hourly (or hourly plus) railway service between Portishead and Bristol Temple Meads Railway Station, with 
stops at Portishead, Pill, Parson Street and Bedminster. 

2.3 The DCO Scheme comprises the Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project ("NSIP") as defined by the Planning Act 2008 ("the 2008 Act") to 
construct a new railway 5.4 km long between Portishead and the village of Pill, and associated works including a new station and car park at 
Portishead, a refurbished station and new car park at Pill and various works along the existing operational railway line between Pill and 
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Ashton Junction where the DCO Scheme will join the existing railway.  Ashton Junction is located close to the railway junction with the Bristol 
to Exeter Mainline at Parson Street.1 

2.4 The Application has been accompanied by an Environmental Statement ("ES") because the DCO Scheme is classified as EIA development in 

the EIA Regulations 20172.    

 
3. The Environment Agency's role in the DCO Scheme 

3.1 The EA is a non-departmental public body established under the Environment Act 1995 and sponsored by the Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs ("DEFRA").  The EA's principal aim is to protect or enhance the environment and contribute towards attaining the 
objective of achieving sustainable development. 

3.2 The EA's role in the DCO process derives from the 2008 Act and secondary legislation made under it.  In addition to its overarching role under 
the sponsorship of DEFRA, it is a prescribed consultee under section 42 of the Act and a consenting body in respect of a wide range of 
environmental matters including waste operations/discharge, water abstraction and flood risk. 

 

4. Overview of Engagement 

4.1 Introduction 

                                                      
1 Please refer to Schedule 1 of the DCO  for more detail.   
2 The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 
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4.1.1 This section briefly summarises the consultation that the Applicant has had with the EA.  For further information on the consultation process 
please see the Consultation Report (Examination Library Document Reference: APP-058).  All further document references in this SoCG use 
the Examination Library Document references. 

4.2 Pre-application engagement  

4.2.1 The Applicant has engaged with the EA on the DCO Scheme during the pre-application process, both in terms of informal non-statutory 
engagement and formal consultation carried out pursuant to Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008.    

4.2.2 The Applicant has had regular and constructive engagement with the EA throughout the pre-application process on both a formal and an 
informal basis. The Applicant adopted a multi-stage approach to formal consultation which has allowed the DCO Scheme proposals to evolve 
iteratively through the Applicant's consideration and regard for the EA's input, in keeping with the (former) Department for Communities and 
Local Government (DCLG) Pre-Application Guidance (2015). This has meant that the EA was able to direct the scope of the studies and review 
interim findings, in particular with regard to the submitted Flood Risk Assessment ("FRA")  (APP-076 and APP- 173) modelling studies, such 
that the EA meaningfully contributed to the development of the proposals in the DCO Scheme.   

The formal consultation was carried out in three main stages:  

i. "Stage 1 Consultation", from 22 June 2015 to 3 August 2015 (pursuant to Section 47 only);  

ii. "Stage 2 Consultation", from 23 October 2017 to 4 December 2017; and  

iii. "Additional Stage 2 Consultation" at several different points following Stage 2 Consultation.  

A full account of the Applicant's pre-application engagement with the EA is contained in the Consultation Report (Document APP-058). 

4.3 Post-application 
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10. Conclusions 

10.1 This Statement of Common Ground records that, in summary, the following issues are not agreed: 

10.1.1 Flood Zone 3b Functional Flood Plain (methodology): Issue Outstanding: The parties disagree 
on the methodology to determine the functional flood plain. 

10.1.2 Flood Zones: Location of the undefended areas of the DCO Scheme in  flood zones 3. Issue 
Outstanding: Parties agree on those areas within flood zone 3a  but disagree whether 
Clanage Road compound is within the Functional Flood Plain. 

10.1.3 Flooding at Clanage Road Compound (present day): Issue Outstanding: Parties disagree 
whether Clanage Road compound is within the Functional Flood Plain. 

10.1.4 If the Clanage Road Compound is assumed to be within the Functional Flood Plain: Issue 
Resolved: The parties agree the amendment to Requirement 31 and the amendment to the 
CEMP. The parties do not agree to the  Applicant's proposal for the ground level of the 
compound to be at 7.4 mAOD as provided for in APP-044. The parties agree to disagree. 

10.1.5 Portbury Ditch (Work number 3): Issue Outstanding - The Applicant is of the view that no 
further FRA or information is required. 

10.1.6 Bristol Avon Strategic Flood Report 2020 (BASF): Issue Outstanding – The parties disagree that  
no assumptions should be made regarding delivery of flood defences. 

10.1.7 Exception Test: Issue Outstanding - The parties agree to disagree but the Applicant has 
proposed a number of changes to the dDCO and other documents which the EA accepts. 

10.1.8 Contaminated Land: Issue Outstanding - The parties do not agree the final form requirement 
17 in the dDCO due to the EA's position for sub paragraph (6) to be included.  

 

 









 

 

 

Appendix 1 

 

MetroWest DCO: Description of EA Assets and Interests 
EA Plan Description Comments Project Land NGR. Relevant Applicant's Comments 
Ref. No. Plan Ref. No. Agreement 
1 Old Colliters 

Brook Culvert 
Trash Screen, 
south-east of 
Cala 
Trading Estate 

24/7 access 
required, how is 
this to be 
maintained 
during 
construction 
phase and when 
project 
completed. 

16 of 17 ST5679071129 Not applicable User worked level crossing at Barons Close 
will be closed. Maintenance will need to 
be carried out from public footpath on 
west side of railway. EA vans may be 
parked at Silbury Road or Ashton Vale 
Road. If this is agreed by EA then no 
impact to access to trash screen during 
construction or operation. 

2 Old Colliters 
Brook 
Culvert including 
associated 
inspection 
hatches east of 
Old Colliters 
Brook Trash 
Screen 

Will the scheme 
affect the 
culvert?  If so, 
how and what 
protections are 
the project 
team proposing 
in order to 
protect the 
structure of the 
culvert?  How is 
access to the 
inspection 

16 of 17 ST5685971163 Not applicable No Network Rail impact to culvert during 
operation. The construction work carried 
out in this area will be limited to track 
reballasting and formation treatment 
which is a normal NR maintenance 
activity. The culvert will be surveyed prior 
to construction in order to confirm depth 
below track. Any mitigations required 
during construction will be recorded in the 
Designers Risk Assessment and Work 
Package Plan (method statement). A FRAP 
will be required and the highway works to 
Wintersoke Road will not impede access  



 

 

 

hatches to be 
maintained? 

3 Yard at Ashton 
Vale 
Road, north west 
of 
Cala Trading 
Estate 

24/7 access 
required, how is 
this to be 
maintained 
during 
construction 
phase and when 
project 
completed? 

16 of 17 ST5659971295 Not applicable No impact during operational phase - 
access controlled to trading estate via 
level crossing. During construction the 
work carried out will be limited to track 
reballasting and formation treatment 
which is a normal NR maintenance 
activity. Businesses will be notified when 
there will be a level crossing closure to 
facilitate the works. Emergency access to 
the Trading Estate will be allowed and will 
be documented within the Contractor's 
Work Package Plan (method statement). 

3a Longmoor Brook 
Emergency 
overflow Culvert 
including 
associated 
inspection 
hatches Ashton 
Vale Road level 
crossing 

Will the scheme 
affect the 
culvert?  If so, 
how and what 
protections are 
the project 
team proposing 
in order to 
protect the 
structure of the 
culvert?  How is 
access to the 
inspection 
hatches to be 
maintained? 

16 of 17 ST5671871349 Not applicable No Network Rail impact to culvert during 
operation. The construction work carried 
out in this area will be limited to track 
reballasting and formation treatment 
which is a normal NR maintenance 
activity. The culvert will be surveyed prior 
to construction in order to confirm depth 
below track. Any mitigations required 
during construction will be recorded in the 
Designers Risk Assessment and Work 
Package Plan (method statement)..Access 
to the inspection hatches would be 
maintained at all times during 
construction 



 

 

 

4 Access to 
Longmoor 
Brook over land 
at 
AV196751 

24/7 access 
required, how is 
this to be 
maintained 
during 
construction 
phase and when 
project 
completed. 

16 of 17 ST5652371225 Deed of Grant re. 
Access to 
Longmoor Brook 
dated 6th March 
2007 

No impact during operational phase - 
access controlled to trading estate via 
level crossing. During construction the 
work carried out will be limited to track 
reballasting and formation treatment 
which is a normal NR maintenance 
activity. Businesses on the trading estate 
will be notified of the level crossing 
closure and its duration during 
construction. Emergency access to the 
Trading Estate will be allowed and will be 
documented within the Contractor's Work 
Package Plan (method statement).Access 
to the inspection hatches would be 
maintained at all times during 
construction 

5 Longmoor Brook 
Tunnel running 
from Longmoor 
Brook to River 
Avon 

Will the scheme 
affect the 
Longmoor 
Tunnel?  If so, 
how and what 
protections are 
the project 
team going to 
put in place to 
protect the 
structure of the 
tunnel? 

15 of 17 ST5660272027 
(railway crosses 
culvert at this 
location) 

Location of 
Relevant 
Documents 
Unknown 

No Network Rail impact to culvert during 
operation. The construction work carried 
out in this area will be limited to track 
reballasting and formation treatment 
which is a normal NR maintenance 
activity. The culvert will be surveyed prior 
to construction in order to confirm depth 
below track. Any mitigations required 
during construction will be recorded in the 
Designers Risk Assessment and Work 
Package Plan (method statement). 



 

 

 

6 Pill Flood 
Defence Scheme 
including 
pumping station 

Although the 
railway goes 
over the bridge 
above Pill, how 
are the project 
team proposing 
to deal with 
drainage from 
the railway?  
Are they 
proposing to put 
it through the 
Agency’s 
pumping 
station? 
Alternatively, 
will the water 
be piped out to 
the river 
through the 
flood defences 
at Pill? 

6 of 17 ST5255275975 
(Pumping Station) 
ST5255176161 
(Tidal Defences) 

Lease of Land at 
Watchouse Green, 
Pill dated 19th 
June 
1995 

Track drainage in Pill area will outfall to 
Underbanks highway drainage and 
thereafter to river.  

7 Flood Defence 
Bank west of M5 

Access route to 
sea defence 
bunds. Will the 
access route be 
affected by the 
scheme and if 
so, how? 

5 of 17 ST5163076520 Deed of Grant re. 
Tidal Defences at 
Royal Portbury 
Dock dated 1st 
May 2001 

This access route will be used as a 
construction access point and haul road 
from Marsh Lane. Refer to DCO Document 
2.29. NR to provide for EA access during 
construction. 



 

 

 

8 Flood Defence 
Bank 
west of M5 

Access route to 
sea defence 
bunds. Will 
the access route 
be affected by 
the scheme and 
if so, how? 

5 of 17 ST5159576741 Deed of Grant re. 
Tidal Defences at 
Royal Portbury 
Dock dated 1st 
May 2001 

This route is on Port land and will not be 
used for construction of DCO Scheme 

9 Drove Rhyne 
including 
ditch east of 
Royal Portbury 
Dock Road and 
culverted 
sections 
between the 
Portbury 
Hundred and 
Drove Rhyne 

Statutory main 
river.  Scheme 
appears to 
overlap with 
culverted 
sections of 
Drove Rhyne 
between the 
Portbury 
Hundred and 
the Rhyne as 
well as sections 
around RPD 
Road. How are 
project team 
proposing to 
manage this? 

4 of 17 ST5036075907 
(Culverted 
Sections) 
ST5071376023 
(Ditch east of RPD 
Road) 

Grant of Easement 
re. Land at 
Portbury dated 
12th 
September 1979 

Culverted sections beneath railway will be 
surveyed and assessed to confirm 
continuing structural support. Should 
assessment fail then project would 
propose to replace or strengthen 
culverted sections beneath railway include 
at Royal Portbury Dock Road. Refer to 
DCO Document 2.7 Disused Railway 
Engineering Plans which communicate 
scheme intent.  
Existing ditches adjacent to the railway 
will be cleaned out and maintained. 
Existing outfalls from these ditches to the 
main river including culverted sections will 
be maintained. Access as current and no 
obstruction to access due to the DCO 
Scheme 

10 Sandy Rhyne Statutory main 
river. EA 
undertake 
routine 
maintenance 

3 of 17 ST4950575481 EA freehold land 
ST285345 

Outside the Order limits and not affected 
by the DCO Scheme. 



 

 

 

and weed 
cutting.  24/7 
access with or 
without vehicles 
required. 

11 Land at Portbury 
Wharf Nature 
Reserve, east of 
Sheepway 

Raised earth 
embankment 
tidal defence. 
24/7 access 
required to 
track off the 
Sheepway in 
order to access 
culvert at north-
west end of 
embankment. 
Project Team 
may want to 
note that the 
embankment 
was built in 
1990s. In light of 
predicted sea 
level rises the 
level of the 
embankment 
may need to be 
raised to protect 
the railway. 

2 of 17 ST4856976045 
(Entrance to access 
track off the 
Sheepway) 

Agreement Bristol 
City Council, EA, et 
al dated 24th 
October 1997 

Project will construct new maintenance 
compound for railway at Sheepway. 
Project will maintain a 3 metre wide public 
footway/cycleway and gravel area for 
public car parking off entrance to 
Sheepway. Refer to DCO Document 
2.49.No future increase in the 
embankment height is anticipated to be 
required on account of the railway. The 
need to raise the embankment in the 
future is not part of the DCO Scheme 



 

 

 

12 Portbury Ditch Statutory main 
river.    EA 
undertake 
routine 
maintenance 
and weed 
cutting. 
24/7 access with 
or without 
vehicles 
required. 

1 of 17 ST4721176492 Not applicable Access to the Portbury Ditch would not be 
interrupted during construction.  

 

 




